Hello 4 th /5 th Grade Super Split Parents!
Can you believe we are 5 weeks into the semester? Time is flying by, so I am excited to
finally get a chance to sit down and share with you all of the wonderful things your
children have been learning.
I am so proud of how each one of the students was able to transition back to the
classroom after a six-week holiday. The first week, Miss. Iverson and I spent time
reviewing content, classroom rules and daily routines. By the second week students were
ready to jump into new content! The following is a brief summary of what we have been
doing in Math and English Language Arts and Bible:
Math: I am have been so impressed with how well each student is tracking in math. The
past month students learned how to divide using 2-digit numbers, estimate the quotient
and how to determine prime and composite numbers. Students took a chapter test and a
unit test. They all did a great job!
Spelling: Each week students are given a new word list to study.
They spend time categorizing the spelling into spelling groups,
tape them into their spelling notebooks and then write the
spelling word on the outside of the spelling card. I give students
a chance to review in the morning with a partner and give them a
spelling worksheet at some point (usually Thursday or Friday) to
work on at home.
Reading: I am sure that you have all noticed your children
reading Trumpet of the Swan! I am so happy to report that your students have all really
enjoyed reading this book silently and out loud in the class or in small groups. While we
are reading through the book I am reinforcing how to use reading strategies such as,
‘predict, infer, question, evaluate, and summarize’. Students get a chance to practice using
these strategies each Tuesday and Thursday. In addition students are learning how an
author creates plot structure and character development through a story.

Writing: I just started a science fiction writing unit - inspired by our
fast-forward to the future reading theme. While working through
the creative writing process I am reinforcing and teaching neat
penmanship and proper grammar use. Students will get a chance to
partner review and edit each other’s writing pieces throughout the
unit to support positive class encouragement and feedback.
Bible: Miss. Iverson and I are teaching two-week modules on Bible
characters. We spent two weeks studying the story of Jonah and just finished teaching a
character study on Shadrach, Meshack and Abednego (Daniel 3). The next two weeks we
will be preparing to host next week’s Friday assembly.
Looking Ahead:
The month of April I have some exciting activities planned for the students. We will be
going to the zoo at the end of April with our Kindergarten buddies! I will post more
information, as the date gets closer. We will also be starting a new reading unit once we
are finished with Trumpet of the Swan. I also hope to have a parent come and share
about their profession. I welcome any of you to come and share with our class. If you are
interested please email me and let me know
Reminders:
• I am sending out April Reading Logs. Please put the log somewhere that is
visible (the fridge, above a desk, on the door). Students need to read at least 20
min. a day. Make sure to check in with your child and their reading progress!
•

Homework! Check in each evening with your child to see what homework they
may have. Usually they will have some math, spelling and a bible verse review.

•

We will be administering the school wide Terra Nova test towards the end of
April. I know some students get nervous taking big tests (I know I used to), so
please be assured that Miss. Iverson and I will do our best to support your
children in taking them.
I have thoroughly enjoyed teaching Math, Bible and
English Language arts to your children this year. I look
forward to the rest of the semester with them. I am
excited at how well they are doing and anticipate good
things for each of them the rest of the year. Please contact
me if you have any questions, comments or concerns.
Look forward to seeing you at some point this semester.
Blessings,

Mrs. Tamara York

